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French Partridge (Red
Legged partridge)

Larger than other partridge
species, the French partridge
| has a large white chin and
| throat patch bordered with
black. It has a greyish body

i with bold black flank stripes,

&4 and a chestnut-sided tail.

B They have become very

A = common in the East of
England since their introduction from France and Spain.

Closely related to Pheasant, Peafowl and Chickens,
Partridge eat seeds, roots and occasionally small
"‘seds = = e




Pheasant

Originally found mainly in China and South East Asiq,
there are 35 species of pheasant. Female (Hen) birds
are quite plain in comparison with their male (Cock)
counterparts. Cock birds tend to be larger, brightly
coloured, possess long tail feathers and a wattle, both
of which are used in courtship displays to hens and
other males. They typically eat seeds and small
insects.

The best known is the Common Pheasant, a variety of
Ring Necked Pheasant, typically farmed for sport.
_ They form flocks in September
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Can you tell which bird which?

Reeves Pheasant

Silver Pheasant

Albino pheasant, and Golden Pheasant

The pheasants shown above are very popular in
aviaries as they are highly prized for their
plumage.




Did You Know..?

e Pheasants can fly up to 60mph over
short distances to evade predators but
prefer to run away from potential
trouble...

e Birds eyes are fixed in their sockets so
they have to move their whole head in
order to look at something

e Around 30 million young birds are
released every year in the UK.. How
many can you count at Belmont Farm?

e There are three different types of
feathers: flight, body and down feathers.
A bird’s body is almost completely
covered in feathers, although some
birds have bare legs.




The Embden Geese here at

Belmont Farm, are a modern

descendant of the Greylag

| Goose. They are considerably

{ heavier than their wild

== counterparts, weighing up to
2 10kg. Most of the extra weight
& is distributed around the tail,

which affects their posture.

Wild Geese have a horizontal posture whereas
the extra weight of a Domestic Goose makes it
walk in a more upright manner. This is also why
they cannot fly.

Female geese can lay around 150 eggs per year,
which are much larger than chicken eggs. While
the downy feathers are excellent for filling
pillows, duvets and winter coats as they are soft
and provide good insulation, geese are also
farmed for their meat, fat and their livers.




Did You Know...?

eA group of geese is known as a
‘Gaggle’...

e Geese make terrific guard dogs!

e Many wild geese travel enormous
distances, twice a year, in order to feed

upon fresh grass, sedge and herbs...

e When they migrate they fly in a VvV
pattern, which helps provide ‘Lift’ for
geese that follow. They can fly up to 72%
further using this method.

e To find food and escape from danger,
birds will walk, run, hop, swim, wade
and fly. Birds have light bones, powerful
flight muscles and an efficient
respiratory system enabling them to fly.
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Tu rkey

.~ " The Black and Bronze Turkeys
“." | here at Belmont Farm are

M for their meat, which is high in
¥ protein in comparison with other

Male birds are called Stags and
weigh on average 11.5kg (25lb) while mature
females or Hens are around 10kg lighter at 6-7kg.

The large red flap of skin hanging from a turkey’s
nose is called a ‘Snood’ while the one hanging
from its chin is called a ‘Wattle’.

The average lifespan for a domesticated turkey is
ten years, although most birds are sent to
slaughter before they are a year old.




e A group of turkeys is called a rafter,
although they are sometimes incorrectly
referred to as a gobble or flock...

e Commonly used as fertilizer, Turkey litter is
being used as a fuel source in electric
power plants...

e Wild Turkeys can fly! Domestic turkeys
however cannot as they have been bred to
be more than twice as heavy as their wild
cousins...

o Turkeys are the most vocal of all the
domestic fowl with a wide range of calls.
The most well known call is the ‘gobble’
made by the male turkeys.
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The Chicken is the domesticated descendant
of both the Red and Grey Jungle fowl,
originally found in Asia. Chickens are bred
primarily for their Meat and Eggs. There are
many different breeds in a variety of sizes,
with some bred specifically for their elaborate
plumage.

Mature male birds (Cocks) tend to have a long
flowing tail and shiny, pointed feathers on
their necks. However the easiest way to tell
male from female (Hen) is by looking at the
‘comb’, on the top of the head or
development of ‘spurs’ upon the legs.

Females (Hens) lay eggs and have been
known to lay up to 300 in a year. Chickens
live together in a flock and will establish a
‘Pecking Order’, where dominant animals get
priority access to food and nest sites




Did You Know..?

o It only takes 21 days from laying for a
chick to develop and emerge from an

eg g...

e Chickens have teeth! Newborn chicks
have an ‘Egg Tooth’, which they use to
break open the shell - it is lost soon
after birth...

e Hen’s can be fooled into lying where a
Farmer wants them to by using fake
plastic eggs, or even golf balls...

e There are over 1,000 jokes that start
with the sentence....Why did the chicken
cross the road? Do you know one?




m 31

o Belmont™,
I Children’s P

N FET’; l‘f.""--f"'ﬁ//

Poultry
Plymouth Rock: The Plymouth Rocks
originated in the United States, taking
their name from the town of
Plymouth, New Hampshire. They are
large, with a well-rounded breast and
bright yellow legs. The face is red with
=" red ear lobes, yellow beak, bay
s coloured eyes and a single medium

sized comb.

Marans: The Maran was one of

the last breeds to be introduced to

Britain. They were developed in

France in the town of Marans in

the mid 1800’s. They are a

disease resistant breed that lay

brown eggs and are gentle by nature.They range in

colour from a very dark grey to silver and have bright

orange eyes and white legs.

Buff Orpingtons: They are a heavy

but loosely feathered bird, which

makes them look larger than they

actually are and lay small pinkish

eggs. They also tend to be smarter

than other breeds, some have

learned tricks and they usually come

when their name is called.
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Vorwerk: Vorwerk originated
from Germany and was
developed by the German
breeder Oskar Vorwerk who
gave his name to the breed.
They are powerful and compact
birds with broad backs, and a
deep, rounded breast. They are
happy free ranging but don’t <
mind being confined inarunat |

&

e
all. However, they are good fliers and can fly around
metres.
Sebrlght' Golden and Silver:

: oy The Sebrlght is a British breed of

~: and a polish fowl.

The Golden variety is

rich and deep in
colour, while the silver is actually
white. The Sebright is famous for the
quality of the lacing in its feathers
with feathers golden or white in colour is edged with
black.
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Polish: The Polish is an
vnusual and beautiful
bird. They look rather
B strange with their
BN exaggerated plumage
and crests! Breeders
tend to tie the crest up
to keep it clean and
s allow the bird to see
== well. They lay a good
number of white eggs.
Generally classed as a non-sitting bird, they can
occasionally become broody.

Gold and White Silkies:

Silkie Bantams are pleasant birds;
they are trusting, calm and can be
easily trained to the hand. They are
unable to fly; the hens can lay about
100 eggs a year. They are highly

reliable sitters and make good

foster mothers. Silkie Chickens are

striking in appearance with their

gold or white plumage and

mulberry coloured comb, face, and

wattles. The ear lobes are a light

blue/turquoise and their skin is dark bluish/black.
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Lavender Pekins: Pekins are a
popular breed throughout the U.K.
they come in over 10 different

colours and lay small silver eggs.

Silver Sussex: The Silver
Sussex is one of the best general dual-
purpose breeds for producing meat and

whn‘e body so the black body of the Silver
Sussex is definitely a variation. Sussex chickens are
alert, atractive and good foragers. The breed has
made a huge contribution to the poultry industry and is
even considered to be an ancestor of the modern
broiler chicken.

Silver Laced Wyandotte: is the

original Wyandotte; the other

varieties were developed from it

later through crosses on other

breeds. It is colourful, hardy, and

productive. The general

appearance is silvery white and TN -
lustrous greenish black as each feather is edged in a
contrasting colour. The close-fitting rose comb and
good body size are valuable assets for winter laying.
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lsi% 7 Guinea fowl are native to

/. _f’*-f-/ 574 Africa, but the Helmeted

' Guinea fowl has been

I domesticated and both feral

! and wild type birds have been
intfroduced elsewhere.

I

: _‘;J_

& This is a family of insect and
seed-eating, ground-nesting
& birds that resemble partridges,
8 but with featherless heads.
Most species of guinea fowl
have a dark grey or blackish plumage with dense white
spots.

Unlike many other animals and birds, Guinea fowl are
monogamous, mating for life. However, occasional
bigamy has been recorded. All guinea fowl are social,
and typically occur in small groups.

Guinea fowl have a long history of domestication. The
young (called "keets") are very small at birth.

They eat lice, worms, ants, spiders, weed seeds, and
ticks while on range or they can also eat chicken feed
mixed with grain.




